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MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER
Brothers and Sisters,
First of all, let me express my gratitude to all who have reached out to
me, sent a card, or prayed for me over the past couple of months.
Thank you! All of these things have meant the world to me! With your
prayers, I have done fantasticly. I am healing from my heart attack and
subsequent triple bypass surgery in mid-June. All of my care team has
been surprised and encouraged by my quick recovery. Within five
weeks, I am able to walk eight miles at a time. My goal is to do the
Labor Day Mackinac Bridge Walk to the Upper Peninsula and then back
to the Lower Peninsula, which is a ten-mile walk. This experience has
also been a conversion story for me. Perhaps a serious health scare
naturally leads one to conversion. It was as if God shined His light on
me and I recognized those areas where I need help and need to change.
As it was, I had volunteered to lead the discussion at our fraternity
meeting for July. The topic was our work life and the importance of
having a balance of family, leisure, and work. I have failed in that
balance! Time off has provided me with a chance to reflect and draw
me closer to God’s will. Please continue to pray for me.
Next, I would like to introduce a topic that I plan to bring up at our
August Regional Chapter meeting. It is time to rebuild our Order! We
have spent the last couple of years trying to keep everyone together. In
that time, we have learned new technology that has helped us.
However, Covid has taken a toll on us. Just as my health scare is
bringing about a conversion of me, so too Covid brings a change in us
as Franciscans. It is time to rebuild. Just as St. Francis saw the need for
rebuilding, that need is still there today and just as important. We look
around and see fewer and fewer people attending Mass. Our Christian
values seemed overwhelming in today’s world. We need to start in our

REGIONAL COUNCIL

MINISTER
Jim Graczyk, OFS
jgraczykdivinemercy@aol.com
989-708-8788
VICE MINISTER
Kevin Wahr, OFS
kevinwahr1@gmail.com
989-858-3768
SECRETARY
Theresa Brown, OFS
divinemercy.region@gmail.com
248-335-1703
TREASURER
Dawn Pulcer. OFS
dpulcerofs@gmail.com
586-419-5291
SPIRITUAL ASSISTANTS
Patricia Reynolds, OFS
Pattir.ofs@gmail.com
616-822-5723
Linda Solis, OFS
lsolisofs@gmail.com
313-506-9868
COUNCILORS
Kathleen Carsten, OFS
Parish.nurse@ameritech.net
313-510-2614
Beth Price, OFS
bpriceofs@gmail.com
616-915-1757
Brittney Walendzik, OFS
brittneymaltese@gmail.com
586-215-5215
Marilyn Webb, OFS
Webb.marilyn@aod.org
313-757-7484

Visit our website at divinemercyregionofs.org!

MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTER CONTINUED
own lives and our own fraternities. I will be requesting at our August
Chapter that all Ministers ask their fraternity members to invite
someone to their October meeting. This will provide an opportunity
for the Ministers to reach out to their members and make this
request. There is only one goal here. It is not necessarily to get a “yes”
from the person asked, but more importantly that we ask.

The Tau
Newsletter is
now available.
Click here to
read.

St.
Michael’s
Lent
August 15-September 29
In the writings of St.
Francis, such as the
Volterra text (Letter to All
the Faithful) which is
included in The Rule of
the OFS, we are reminded
again and again that
Franciscans are called to
be penitents, to pray and
fast. St. Michael’s Lent is
a period of 40 days,
honoring Mary and St.
Michael the Archangel. It
begins on the Feast of the
Assumption and ends on
The Feast of the
Archangels.

When I was a young man, I always gave myself a treat if I asked out a
young woman. The treat was the same regardless of what she said. It
was always a Dairy Queen medium vanilla cone dipped in
butterscotch. I loved that treat! There was a satisfaction that I found
the courage in what I knew I needed to do. As long as I kept asking, I
felt good regardless of the answer. Somewhere along the way, I found
my wife.
I have met so many members of our Order who have been so thankful
that someone asked them to come to a meeting. Their lives have
changed, become much more meaningful, and much more filled with
God. Let us continue to build the joy that we have as an Order.
I pray that each of you continue on your daily conversion and that you
pray for mine.

Peace,
Jim Graczyk, OFS , Minister, Divine Mercy Region

FROM THE FORMATOR
In Gratitude for Perfect Joy
Have you ever heard something that completely grabbed your
attention? I’m talking about something that stops you in your tracks.
Something that you know has shifted something inside you? I had that
experience last month.

I was reading my morning reflections when, as I was reading, I felt that
shift happen. The questions in the reflection were simple: “What
would it be like to be raised on gratitude? Can we agree to be grateful
for all that is given?”

Click here for more
information.

I believe strongly in the idea of stewardship. I know with all of me that
there is nothing I have that is not given by God. I have made gratitude
lists and counted my blessings. Yet when I got to those sentences,
something shifted in me.
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Something about being raised on gratitude and then that coupled with
being grateful for all took me right into our Rule.

FROM THE FORMATOR CONTINUED
Article 19 Mindful that they are bearers of peace which
must be built up unceasingly, they should seek out ways of
unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in
the presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the
transforming power of love and pardon. Messengers of
perfect joy in every circumstance, they should strive to
bring joy and hope to others.
Since they are immersed in the resurrection of Christ, which gives true meaning to Sister Death, let
them serenely tend toward the ultimate encounter with the Father.

If I was to immerse myself in true gratitude, if I was to truly embrace St. Francis’ idea of perfect joy;
would I be walking more closely with the Lord? I knew immediately that the answer is yes. If I am
doing that, would I be able to bring joy and hope to another? Of course I would.
I took some time to read again the story of St. Francis and Br. Leo talking about perfect joy. For me
the true point where the Lord was leading me was found in the last paragraph of the story:
And now, brother (Leo) listen to the conclusion. Above all the graces and all the gifts of the Holy
Spirit which Christ grants to his friends, is the grace of overcoming oneself, and accepting willingly,
out of love for Christ, all suffering, injury, discomfort and contempt; for in all other gifts of God we
cannot glory, seeing they proceed not from ourselves but from God, according to the words of the
Apostle, `What hast thou that thou hast not received from God? and if thou hast received it, why
dost thou glory as if thou hadst not received it?’ But in the cross of tribulation and affliction we may
glory, because, as the Apostle says again, `I will not glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.’
Amen.
I don’t know about you, but I absolutely need the grace to overcome myself. It is too easy to let my
wants and desires, my feelings and my personal comfort get in the way of going where God wants
to lead me. I am not fond of suffering, and I worry about many things … yet, God calls.
Join me in living from a place of gratitude, putting ourselves aside and seeking what God wants for
us in every situation. Take some time and go back to the story of St. Francis and Br. Leo. I urge you
to reread it, slowly and meditatively. See what God has to say to you, and let that begin to change
you in service of the Lord and his people.
Peace,
Michelle Bryk, OFS
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Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity Deceased
August 1, 2021 – July 31, 2022*
Praised be You, my Lord, Through our Sister Bodily Death, From whom
no one living can escape. St. Francis
Queen of Angels / Sanford #107
Jackie Krewinski OFS 01/29/2022
Divine Providence / Kalamazoo #110
Rose Tarafa OFS 01/30/2022
St. Bonaventure / Detroit #112
Ralph Marson OFS 12/23/2021
Ralph Barnowsky OFS 01/12/2022
Patricia Cardellio OFS 01/21/2022
Stella Mordarski OFS 03/04/2022
Patricia Long OFS 06/05/2022

ECUMENICAL CHAIR
Jim Graczyk, OFS
jgraczykdivinemercy@aol.com
989-708-8788
VOCATIONS DIRECTOR
Barb Scott, OFS
Vocations.divinemercyregion@gmail.com

Mother of Sorrows / Grand Rapids #113
Josephine Simon OFS 10/03/2021
St. Joseph / Grand Blanc #115
Margaret Erickson OFS 12/17/2021
St. Elizabeth of Hungary / Southfield #122

616-550-5916

Mary Ellen Menninger OFS 12/02/2021

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Barb Scott, OFS

Josephine Maletta OFS 01/28/2022

Vocations.divinemercyregion@gmail.com

616-550-5916

Carol Gilhuly OFS 03/30/2022
St. Paschal / Toledo #125
Richard Starn OFS 12/16/2020*
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel / Allen Park #130
John Witalec OFS 02/06/2022
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel / Gaylord #131
Marion Byrne OFS 07/15/2022
St. Bonaventure / Lansing #134
Gertrude Dunham OFS 06/08/2022

St. Francis / Sterling Heights #133
Phillis Skuszinski OFS 02/12/2020*
Mary Ackerman OFS 02/01/2022
Dorothy Kemling OFS 06/27/2022
St. Thomas More / Rochester Hills #143
Deacon Richard Hulan OFS 09/10/2021
Kathleen Malfroid OFS 01/18/2022
Lumen Christi / Wyandotte #145
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David Fry OFS 01/11/2022
*Includes lapsed member deaths prior to 08/01/2021, found now.

J.P.I.C. News
Climate Destruction Zoom Meeting
Here is a link to a recording of the Climate Destruction
Zoom meeting that I attended. Please take time to
watch it. It is very informative. If you want, you may share
your thoughts and comments with me via email.
(dorisja19@gmail.com).
you can access it using the following link: https://youtu.be/p0kg0U4SfBo
You can also find it on the University's main YouTube channel:
https://youtube.com/user/UDMDetroit
Feel free to share the link with anyone. The video is now public.
Blessings,
Doris Allen, OFS

Message of Pope Francis For the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation
Click here for the Holy Father’s full message.

Greetings from the Immigration Focus Group! Thank you for your interest in Immigration and
Refugee issues from the Franciscan perspective. It has been our privilege to prepare this Toolkit for
you. It is intended to:
• Increase your own personal knowledge of immigrant/refugee issues.
• Equip you to present the issues and facilitate discussions on them.
Most importantly, animate members of your Fraternity or Region to initiate positive action.
The Toolkit is structured into 12 modules.
Click here for the modules.
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Encounter Ministries presents Encounter Conference 2022: Return
to the Upper Room
December 28-30, 2022
DeVos Place, Grand Rapids, MI
We seek to gather leaders of revival in the Church to encounter God’s refreshment, encouragement and
impartation of greater anointing for ministry.
Conference participants can expect an atmosphere of Spirit-filled worship in the presence of God, Holy
Mass, inspiring and transforming keynote speakers, breakout sessions, Eucharistic Adoration, a healing
service, fellowship and many opportunities for prayer ministry and growth in the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Go to https://encounterministries.us/conference/ for more information and to purchase tickets.

The 20th OFS-USA Quinquennial Congress
The 20th OFS-USA Quinquennial Congress began in
Phoenix, AZ. More than 600 Secular Franciscans are
on hand for the event.
Thursday’s keynote featured Fr. David Couturier, OFM
Cap., who spoke on “Called to Build a More Fraternal
and Evangelical World: Secular Franciscans as a Community of Care and Moral Transformation.”
You can watch a videotape of his talk.
More videos can be found here.

Upcoming Dates
October 11-15, 2022

National Annual Chapter

October 2022

No Regional Formation Day

April 29, 2023

Spring Gathering

August 4-6, 2023

Regional Annual Chapter

October 28, 2023

Fall Regional Formation Day

Detroit

DeWitt

GOSPEL LIFE OF ST. FRANCIS HANDBOOK AVAILABLE FOR
FREE DIGITAL DOWNLOAD
A free new formation resource on the Gospel life of Francis based
on the Early Rule is available for download from St. Bonaventure
University.
It includes links to a 30-part series of short YouTube videos on
the life of St. Francis completed by Franciscan scholars Fr.
Wayne Hellmann, O.F.M. Conv., and Dr. Jay Hammond of St.
Louis University.
Digital publication of the set of notes and videos was announced
by Fr. David B. Couturier, OFM Cap., at the 20th Secular
Franciscan Congress OFS-USA held Aug. 3-7. 2022, in Phoenix,
AZ.
Fr. Couturier is executive director of the Franciscan Institute and
an associate professor of theology at St. Bonaventure University in Olean, NY, which published the
resource.
“In this handbook, we invite Franciscans to think about and work through the way that Francis of Assisi
presents the core elements of Gospel perfection. We demonstrate how solidarity with the poor is itself an
intimate sharing in the work of God as God repairs the world in the Christ,” Fr. Couturier writes in the
introduction.
The course is designed so that it can be taken individually or in community. It includes primary and
supplementary readings and videos. Lessons are designed for the learner to read, understand, and
reflect on the Rule. Detailed instructions are provided for navigating the course.
Before downloading the handbook, you will be asked to complete a one-minute survey. Access The
Gospel Life of St. Francis of Assisi handbook.

The Divine Mercy Region has a new website!
https://divinemercyregionofs.org
If you have any pictures, formation, or service opportunities you'd like to share with
your brothers and sisters, please use the “Suggestion Click Here” link in the lower
right corner of the website home page. Websites are things that evolve and change
according to our needs as a fraternity throughout lower Michigan.

Call for Volunteers
As you may have heard announced, Divine Mercy Region has the honor of hosting the 2022 National
Meeting of the Secular Franciscan Order in the USA. This meeting is held every October for all the
Regional Ministers of the United States to come together as the National Fraternity. This annual
meeting is an important gathering, and in 2022 we have the opportunity to create a warm and
welcoming atmosphere for our brothers and sisters from across the US.
As we begin our preparations and planning, an important part of that will be to make sure we have
volunteers in place to create that welcome, and also give everyone a smooth experience. Below you
will find a list of areas in which we need volunteers. We are hoping that there will be Franciscans from
the Region who will be attending part or all of this event. We are hoping that some of those who
attend will be willing to volunteer a few hours or several shifts during the week.
Barb Scott from our Region has agreed to coordinate our volunteer efforts. All fraternity members are
invited to share their time in this opportunity. Below you will find a list of all the possible volunteer
roles. If you are interested in volunteering, you can contact Barb for more information or to get your
name on the list. We ask everyone to prayerfully consider helping us welcome our guests.
Barb Scott - bscott3315@gmail.com
Cell – (616) 550-5916
Volunteer Needs
Airport volunteers for greeting on arrival at Detroit Metro airport - up to 12
Registration – 8 for multiple shifts – also handle info board throughout the week
Greeter for arrival – 4
4 hosts for the socials
1 photographer
Copy person – 2
Tech helper – 2
Medical Point person – 1 – It would help to have someone from Detroit in this role who
plans to attend
The Chapter begins on Tuesday, October 11 and ends Sunday, October 16. A detailed schedule of the
week will be forthcoming.

Thank you in advance for your consideration!

To a Loving Heart
Sacred Heart, to Thee I plead,
Faithful lover of souls in need.
Your deep felt love to me does call.
You raise me up each time I fall.
Upon a cross above a crowd,
Of hateful people screaming loud.
You gave forgiveness in tones of love,
To a thief named Dismas, a place above.
In Centuries since we struggle on,
Through Calvarys and Atom Bombs.
Come save Your flock, we do implore,
We come to You where we adore.
You are the one true God on high,
Who made the beauties of the sky.
Let us with Angels, Thy greatness sing,
Our love to the only King of Kings.
Patricia Jurasek OFS
Lumen Christi Fraternity

Frances Schena, OFS, the Formation Minister from St. Francis Fraternity set up
an area at the City of Center Line’s Annual Festival on June 4.
“I was just asked to ‘help the Worship Commission out’ on June 4, 2022, which
was the City of Center Line's Annual Festival. I did not know until the day before
that St. Paul's Street Evangelization team ‘would be joining us [Worship Commission}’ in front of Our Lady Queen of Families [Old St. Clement] on Van
Dyke. So I thought....ahaa.....time to get some Franciscan vocations recruitment
going.....“
Way to go, Frances!

If your fraternity is celebrating any new
professions or milestone anniversaries this year,
please send the names and your fraternity name
to the Newsletter Editor, Barb Scott, OFS,
bscott3315@gmail.com for publication in the next
quarterly issue.
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Whenever you have membership changes, please email
member updates: information on new candidates/contact
information and admission dates, profession dates, change
of addresses, dates of deaths, lapse or withdrawal dates, or
completed transfer forms to the Regional Secretary at
divinemercy.region@gmail.com.
Please remember the National database information must
match your fraternity’s Annual Report information!
Accuracy is imperative! Thank you!
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